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Greetings: 
 

This edition of the Snippet will have much to do with Lent and Easter events. Ash Wednesday is 
February 26th which is a Christian holy day of prayer and fasting. It is preceded by Shrove Tuesday 
when we have our pancake supper and falls on the first day of Lent, ending on Holy Saturday. Again, 
this year I would like to invite you all to observe Lent by considering a new way of approaching a 
person or situation in your life. It seems there is so much division and negativity in our world. Each 
and every one of us can make a difference just by changing our perspective in even a small way. 
I would also like to encourage you to observe all of Holy Week. Palm Sunday begins with Jesus’ 
journey into Jerusalem as we process with palms into and around the church and ends with the 
Passion of our Lord read by persons in the congregation. 
 
Maundy Thursday, commemorates the Washing of the Feet and Last Supper of Jesus Christ with the 
Apostles. Maundy is Latin for Commandment, as Jesus said to his Apostles, “I give you a 
commandment.” It is a solemn service and ends with the stripping of the Altar done by the Altar Guild 
as the congregation looks on and then leaves in silence. 
 
Good Friday commemorates the crucifixion of Jesus and his death at Calvary. The Altar remains 
stripped and a large cross is carried in as we approach the cross and 
remember that Christ died for our sins. 
 
The Easter Vigil is what I call “the big bang”. We start the service with 
new light in a fire outside the church, lighting the Paschal candle from 
that fire. The Paschal candle is lovingly painted by Diane 
Miller every year. The readings begin with the Creation Story. The 
service is dark until the lights are lit just before Eucharist as we 
declare that “Christ is Risen Indeed, Alleluia!” This year we will have a 
least one baptism as the Vigil is a very appropriate and special time 
for Baptism. The Easter Vigil is the highlight of the Easter Services. 
 
And of course, Easter Day we celebrate the Risen Christ and all the 
joy surrounding the event of the tomb being found empty! I do hope 
you will be present throughout the services of Holy Week. There is 
something to be said for experiencing the whole journey together.  
 

Blessings, 
 

Mother Trula 
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Meet St. Paul’s Current Slate of Vestry Members: 
 

A new slate of Vestry members was presented at the Annual Meeting on January 19th, 
2020. Your current Vestry members are as follows: 
 
Wardens – Debra Standinger (2020) and James Hankey (2021) 
 
Clerk of the Vestry – Janice Koncak (2021) 
 
Vestry Members and their terms – Andrew Robertson and Scott Calkin (2022); Kathy 
Medovich and Mary Green (2021), Misty Malmstron, Carolyn Yost and Lucy Pompeii 
(2020). 
 
 
 
 

 

A Note from your 
Senior Warden 
 

 
 
Welcome to Andrew Robertson and welcome back to Janice Koncak and Scott Calkins, 
as they join existing Vestry members Carolyn Yost, Mary Green, Lucy Pompeii, Kathy 
Medovich, and Misty Malmstrom. 
 
Thank you for your vote of confidence by electing me to the Senior Warden position. I 
have some mighty big shoes to fill, but Bill O’Connell assured me he was only a phone 
call away. I look forward to serving with Junior Warden James Hankey and feel 
confident that we will make a great team, along with a very strong Vestry and Mother 
Trula. 
 
Debra Standinger 
 

Senior Warden 
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2020 Annual Meeting Report 
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, Owego, NY 

January 19, 2020 
 

AGENDA 
ANNUAL MEETING 

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, Owego, NY 
10:00 a.m.  

January 19, 2019 
 
Registration of Eligible Voting Members of the Parish- Please sign in 
1. Opening Prayer & Call to Order- Mother Trula Hollywood 
2. Minutes from 2019 Annual Meeting  
3. Presentation of Committee Reports 
4. Acknowledgement and Thank You to Committees and Vestry 
5. Presentation of 2020 Budget and Investment Reports 
6. Presentation of Slate for elections for Vestry 
7. Call for Nominations from the Floor 
8. Voting officially open for one hour 
9. Rectors Message- The Rev. Trula Hollywood 
10. Service takes place 
11. Voting and Announcement of Results 
12. Request for Motion to Adjourn   
 

Vestry Candidates 
For Warden- 
James Hankey 
I have been a resident of Owego since 1999 and started attending St Paul’s soon after we moved here. My wife 
Kathy and I have 4 daughters, Larissa, Kayla, Georganna, and Autumn. I work as a software engineer at 
Lockheed Martin. I have been a member of vestry since 2016 and I am currently on my 2nd term. I was also the 
clerk of the vestry from 2017-2019. 
 
For Vestry- 
Scott Calkins 
I have been a Project Manager with IBM and Arthur Anderson consulting. One of the aspects of Project 
Management requires the handling of budgets something that is a big part of what the Vestry does. I also have 
an MBA, Master of Business Administration and a BA in Math which helps me further understand the Vestry's 
work. I look forward to serving another three years on Vestry with your support. 
Janice Koncak 
A lifelong Episcopalian, I have been a member of St. Paul’s since 2006, participating in the choir, ECW, and 
Care Team. I have served 2 prior terms on the Vestry and look forward to serving again as we face our future 
challenges and blessings. 
Andrew Robertson 
He has been a resident of Owego since 2011. Andrew and Wendy have attended St. Paul’s since they first 
arrived in Owego. Their two children, Laura and Thad, have attended Sunday School and served as acolytes at 
St. Paul’s. Laura has been a member of the choir. Laura and Thad were both confirmed by Bishop Adams. 
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Thad was confirmed in 2016 in a ceremony at St. Paul’s. Andrew is a history professor at the City University 
of New York, at the Graduate Center and Lehman College. He served as an interim member of the vestry to 
serve an unexpired term from September 2012 to January 2013. 
 
2020 Rector’s Report, Rev. Trula Hollywood 
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church has completed another year of Preaching, Teaching, and Reaching into the 
community in Jesus’ name. What a joy to worship together and then go forth to spread the Good News. With 
that said, this has been a year of transition for our church. We are beginning to put together a Capital Campaign 
to meet the needs of our church building, specifically we have discerned a real need for a new roof. We also 
purchased, at tax sale, the house behind the church on Liberty Street with a long-term plan to expand our parking 
lot. A donation from a parish member reimbursed the church for that expense. Our Sunday school has grown 
and, with our music, are the center piece of our growth and worship. Our Learning Communities Initiative has 
moved forward into its second year with a prayer table, tomato project, sharing of our vegetables and more. We 
continue with a Bible study group every other Monday and expect to add a Lenten Study and a Spiritual 
Development group this year. The ECW continues its wonderful work constantly planning parish events. This 
year, a Men’s Fellowship group will start. We are so fortunate to have so many people in our midst always 
willing and ready to help. It takes a village to plan a liturgy with the altar guild, the office staff, the bulletin 
manager (Bill) and the choir, as well as our acolytes, servers and readers. Two new Lay Eucharistic Ministers 
have been trained and plan on assisting with visits to the homebound. St. Paul’s Episcopal Church is blessed 
with a community of willing hearts and caring hands that respond to the call to help and care for each other and 
for those in our community.  We have contributed to the Diangdit Chapel in Syracuse both monetarily and with 
donations of goods. We are always present at the ACT Meal, the CROP Walk and shared our good fortune with 
children who are in need at Christmas. St. Paul’s contribution to the Rectors Discretionary fund has helped many 
people in need this past year. We pray for and care for each other. Many thanks to all who lifted their hands 
to help us experience a wonderful year of spiritual growth. A big thank you to our committee chairs and 
committee members for the work they do, often behind the scenes and many times unnoticed but are so critical 
to our church. Blessings, Mother Trula 
 
Outgoing Warden’s Report 
I am leaving you in very capable hands and in a much better place than we were when I was asked to come back 
as Warden in 2016. Where we had dissension and anger, we now have friendship and acceptance. Our parish is 
in better financial and organizational health than it has been in quite a while. I’m sure that trend will continue to 
improve as Mother Trula, Debra and James lead us into the new decade. Although the number of pledging units 
and our total pledges are down this year, we are only down a little. We are about to begin a capital campaign as 
well and are continuing to apply for grants to help us keep our 127 year old building in shape. Our only setback 
this year has been the loss of our dear friend and organist/choir director, Jean Radice, who has had to retire due 
to her cancer. It is my intention to stay active with our parish. I will continue to research our history, run the 
acolyte program, serve on the building & grounds committee and continue to schedule the greeters and elements 
servers as long as requested. I will continue producing the weekly bulletins for the foreseeable future.  Anyone 
that wants to learn this ministry is welcome to help. As most of you know, I have been a driver with the Owego 
Emergency Squad for the past 9 years. This past fall, I took the EMT class and have received my certification. 
 (If you wondered why I looked so tired all fall, that is why- over 100 hours of class and training!) I hope these 
skills will be of use to help get us back on track with monthly blood pressure readings. I also have signed up to  
become a CPR Instructor; the class is in February. It has been very rewarding to serve as a Warden again. I am 
sure that we are once again on a path for our parish to grow both number and spirit. I urge everyone to learn for 
themselves how satisfying it is to serve our parish and community. Bill O’Connell 
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COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 

Annual Report 2020 from the Organist and Choir Director 
We read in Psalm 147, “Hallelujah! How good it is to sing praises to our God! How pleasant it is to honor him 
with praise!” It is in that spirit that I strive to coordinate and lead music in the parish, with a commitment to 
“maintaining and enhancing our rich Anglican repertoire which constitutes the singing tradition of the people of 
God” (Preface, The Hymnal 1982). The following is a summary of music events at St. Paul’s during calendar 
year 2019. St. Paul’s Choir - Three additional choral services were added to the usual Sunday sung services. The 
choir sang at Tenebrae on April 17 (Wednesday of Holy Week), a musically complex service including no fewer 
than 6 sung plainchant psalms, and the next evening on Maundy Thursday. On Saturday in Holy Week, a quartet 
(newly named St. Paul’s Schola) sang at the Easter Vigil, another musically rich and equally challenging liturgy. 
The choir is to be commended for singing four different liturgies within the span of one week.   appreciate the 
deep commitment of all our choir members. We welcomed a new choir member, Doug Cornwell, and welcomed 
back Roy Loomis—both excellent tenors! Choral Scholars - The choir’s ranks swelled with the addition of four 
choral scholars from Ithaca College: Louis Bavaro(bass), Alexia Castle(alto), Sofia Medaglia(soprano), and 
Lindsey Weissman(alto). The choral scholars program continues to thrive and provides musical rewards both for 
the students and the choir. Compline - Compline Choir has presented a full year of First Friday Compline 
services.  We are fortunate to have four outside members (Aimee Backus, Ernest Backus, Derek Green and Mark 
Radice). This ancient service sung in candlelight has been well received, and we always enjoy our fellowship 
time following. Many thanks to Diane Miller for creating and coordinating abundant candlelight designs. 
Music & Worship Committee - We meet bimonthly to review past services and prepare for special liturgical 
events. It has proven to be most beneficial for the worship leaders to coordinate our efforts. The members are 
Trula Hollywood, Wardens Bill O’Connell and Deb Standinger, worship leaders Alice O’Brien Botts, David 
Allen, Ladd Yost, Laura Coppens, and Jean Radice. Organ and Piano Maintenance - The organ was serviced 
twice by Parsons Pipe Organ Builders, Canandaigua, NY. The organ has no maintenance needs at present and 
continues its reliable and excellent service. The Allen grand piano in the sanctuary and the choir room piano 
were tuned by Donald McKechnie. Both pianos have humidity control hardware and currently have no 
maintenance needs. Respectfully submitted, Jean Radice, 12/29/19 
 
Altar Guild 2020 
Current members: Eleanor Ernest, Lucy Pompeii, Carolyn Yost, Janet Allen, Karen Nichols, Debbie Standinger 
Altar Guild continues to serve behind the scenes by setting up for services and laundering and pressing linens. 
A highlight for 2019 was the creation of written guidelines for stripping of the altar at the conclusion of the 
Maundy Thursday service. St. Paul’s is enjoying the new green burse and veil created by Ecclesiastical Sewing 
and are looking forward to the new green chasuble, which should be arriving soon. We are always looking for 
new members.  If you are interested, contact Mother Trula. 
 
 
ECW 
2019 was a busy year for ECW. We have regular, monthly meetings which include Study of Women in the Bible, 
and projects to meet the needs of the congregation. We organize the annual Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper, 
assist with Bereavement when the need arises, serve refreshments for Father’s Day, arrange refreshments during 
the Strawberry Festival, enjoy a Summer Picnic, hold the Rummage Sale, enjoy Pumpkin Carving with the 
children, share the coffee hour need, and enjoy the annual Christmas Tea. Christmas gifting is arranged for the 
paid church staff. Proceeds from projects are distributed to those in need. We meet either in church after Mass 
or an evening with a potluck supper. Come join us! All women are invited. Chairperson: Ruth Harders, Secretary: 
Mary Wheatley, Treasurer: Carolyn Yost 
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Care Team  
Care Team has been revitalized and includes several new members. We are members who CARE for all persons.   
Historically, it started just as Parish Nurses, but has evolved to meet the needs of more folks. You do not have to 
be a nurse! We all have talents to share with others. All of us share the Love of Christ! As written before, some 
of the ministries included in the Care Team are:  
• Threads of Love Shawl Ministry – blessed and delivered shawls for a variety of needs 
• Bereavement Team – those who enjoy preparing a nutritious meal for bereaved families 
• Community Caregivers Support Group – last Tuesdays monthly at 5 pm, ecumenical & open to the public 
• Community Health Outreach:  
o ACT Meal – Thursday health education and blood pressure screenings @ 5pm 
o Senior Center – 3rd Wednesdays – blood pressure screenings  
o Caregivers Support – monthly group for any caregivers regardless of diagnosis 
• Plant Sale - Spring 
• Christmas Angel Tree – December – 2019 Angel Tree supported 5 local families and 1 family identified 

through the priest/office  
• A New Hope Center tote – ongoing collection of toiletry items 
• Soap for Hope from TCRM – All of May to help fill the shelves with toiletry and soap items 
• El Salvador Medical Mission – ongoing items listed on Outreach bulletin board 
• CPR/AED – yearly certification – AED is near mailboxes outside Office 
• Medical Equipment/First Aid Boxes – Now 7 boxes around the church:  Fellowship, Sacristy, 

Gymnasium, Choir Room, Outside Office, Kitchen, Diane’s workshop; honey straws are in Blood Sugar 
Emergency Kit outside office: Bill is trained as EMT! 

• Blood Pressure Screenings will resume as needed, hopefully 3rd Sundays 
• Coffee Hour 2 times yearly – Lenten Workshop and Advent Workshop  
• Bulletin Board 
• Crop Walk – October 
• Homebound Visits – distribute poinsettias after ECW Christmas Tea & assist Eucharistic Ministers 
• Diangdit Chapel – Sudanese Families in Syracuse – Christmas tote of household, office, Sunday School 

and Nursery items – will be delivered in January 2020 
All these projects are offered with love and volunteer time; and with no budget.  If you feel compelled to join us, 
contact me:  607-621-6735 or kmmedovich@frontiernet.net. Peace for a Happy and Healthy New Year, 
Kathy Medovich 
 
 
Sunday School 
We are very lucky to have such a great Sunday School Program at St. Paul's Church in Owego. Even though we 
are a smaller parish, there is a strong commitment to the ministry of our children. Part of the reason for a 
successful Sunday School Program is that we have 4 very skilled and dedicated teachers. Misty Malmstrom, 
Jen Kotski, Jackie O'Donnell and I share this ministry throughout the months from September to June. Another 
advantage to our program is that we have a classroom that provides a safe and nurturing atmosphere. In addition 
to our weekly lessons we also organize a Lenten Workshop, an Advent Workshop, a Christmas Pageant and 
various outreach activities. Equally important is that we are blessed with a parish family that supports us with 
materials and other resources and in volunteering with some of our events. We look forward to another year 
creating new ideas to promote our curriculum, hoping our program will grow. We continue to help children learn 
ways to become kind and compassionate members of our community. Fran Tirinato 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:kmmedovich@frontiernet.net
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Scholarship Committee Report for 2019 
The 2019 Scholarship Committee members were Teri Geisenhof - Vestry liaison, Gale Witkin, and Mary 
Wheatley. The committee met and administered the Scholarship Fund based on acceptable applications as stated 
in the written scholarship policy along with the new guidelines. There were two applicants awarded scholarships 
in the spring, Mary Standinger and Larissa Hankey. In the fall there were four applicants awarded scholarships, 
Larissa Hankey, Kayla Hankey, Mary Standinger, and Laura Robertson. Mary Wheatley 
 
 
ACT Meal 
Allied Christians of Tioga County (ACT) is a not-for-profit, charitable organization which meets the physical 
and spiritual needs of people of Tioga County. ACT is supported by local Christian churches, organizations, 
individuals, federal funds and food banks. It is governed by a local board of directors from the churches of 
Tioga County. ACT works in cooperation with the Open Door Mission, Tioga County Rural Ministry and Food 
Bank of the Southern Tier. Ten churches rotate a weekly schedule, serving meals every Thursday evening at 
6:00 PM, with Social Hour from 5-6 pm. Dinners are coordinated by Ruth Harders. Mike Medovich is Dining 
Room Coordinator. Ruth is a member of the Food Coalition of Tioga County. All ACT dinners are free and open 
to the public. On average, 60-80 people are served weekly. During Social Hour there is Kid’s Club and Health 
Ministry Education. Parish Nurses offer promotional health and blood pressure screenings. Our church is blessed 
with 4 parish nurses and 1 EMT to offer the screenings at ACT MEAL. Mike stops in at TCRM to receive 
donated breads and pastries to be distributed; and on occasion, fresh garden produce. Occasionally the Food 
Bank offers free foods and fresh garden produce to distribute. This autumn, ACT was the recipient of over 50 
winter coats for adults and children, as coordinated by the Coat Drive coordinated by Tioga State Bank.  The 
Christmas Party was well received. Many families received gift cards from John’s Fine Foods, blankets, socks, 
hats, mittens, and other gifts. ACT board would like to extend their thanks for a $1,000 gift from St. Paul’s 
Church, to offset the food needs.  The community needs are great & certainly growing! St. Paul’s Church is 
paired with Gospel Chapel Church of Owego to share the responsibility of our scheduled meals. St. Paul’s 
Church is responsible for 1st Thursdays as announced. The menu is posted on the bulletin board. If you wish to 
contribute to the meal or serve, contact: Kathy Medovich, St. Paul’s Coordinator @ 607- 621-6735 or 
kmmedovich@frontiernet.net. Opportunities to get involved include contributing financially, experience the joy 
of our weekly meal ministry, or pray for the ministry of ACT! Contact:  ACT, P.O. Box 21, Owego, NY 13827. 
Kathy Medovich, St. Paul’s ACT MEAL Coordinator, ACT board member, & Care Team Coordinator 
 
 
Acolytes Report 
Our acolyte corps is small but active. We currently have 6 active acolytes, Davis Geller, Thad Robertson, 
Connor and Lauren Kotski, Maekayla Overracker and myself. I also want to thank Laura Robertson who helped 
out while home from college on her break. A special event this year was the letter from the Bishop recognizing 
Dave Geller’s long-time service to this parish as an acolyte. He continues to handle the acolyte duties every 
Thursday when there is communion at the Healing Service. Be sure to thank him for his decades of service!  
Anyone interested in becoming an acolyte, please see me. We can always use more. Bill O’Connell, Master of 
Acolytes 
 
 
Buildings & Grounds Report 
This past year we focused on becoming more efficient in maintaining our buildings and grounds. We have 
formed a committee consisting of Diane Miller, Bill O’Connell, Phil Berghorn and Mike Medovich to help in 
this effort. Currently, our most important projects are the roof leaks over the cloister and sacristy. Among the 
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projects accomplished in 2019 were replacing the gutters on the Rectory , filling in the old staircase that we 
found buried next to the courtyard, removal of the hazardous bat guano in the attic over the Healthcare office and 
the purchase of the old building next door at 61 Liberty Street, which we hope to soon demolish and create 
additional parking. We also addressed another roof leak over the Great Hall which was solved by the repair of 
the copper valley on that side. In addition, we requested and received an assessment of the condition of our 
beautiful stained-glass windows from Willet Hauser, an expert glass manufacturer and repair studio. While the 
cost to replace the yellowed Plexiglas coverings and repair the damage to the windows is too steep to handle yet, 
we also received an estimated replacement value for each window which is valuable in case of damage or loss. 
This quote can be used to apply for grants as well. Last year, we also met with an engineering group for a water 
assessment recommended by the Diocese to learn about measures that could reduce or eliminate the water 
entering the basement rooms. While they were here, they also inspected the cloister wall and told us it needs 
repair, but the deterioration is not yet compromising the structure. Keeping our building and grounds clean and 
safe requires constant attention and many mandatory inspections and fees. Most of these fees increase each year, 
for example, our Suez water bill for having a sprinkler connection to their mains just went up to over $1600 per 
6 months. Donations to the Building & Grounds fund help to offset these fees and are greatly appreciated. 
Diane Miller 
 
 

 
 
          Wednesday, February 26th  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 Sunday, March 8th  
 

 
   Wednesday, March 19th 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
  

http://transgriot.blogspot.com/2010/03/dont-forget-to-spring-forward.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
https://tonyburgess1969.net/2018/03/20/hello-first-day-of-spring/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/
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THE WAY OF LOVE- Practicing a Jesus-Centered Life 
 

 

  
 
 
The Way of LOVE is more than a program or curriculum, it is an  
intentional commitment to a set of practices. It's a commitment to 
follow Jesus: 
 

Turn, Learn, Pray, Worship, Bless, Go, Rest 
 
Please refer to https://episcopalchurch.org/way-of-love for more information. 
  
This is an invitation from Presiding Bishop Michael Curry. You will be hearing much more about the 
WAY OF LOVE as we move into 2020 and fulfill our mission at  St. Paul’s to kindle and nurture God’s 
spirit within ourselves and our neighbors. Thank you to Fran Tirinato for putting together this display 
in the Great Hall!  

 
 
  

https://episcopalchurch.org/way-of-love
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ACT Meal 
 
Allied Christians of Tioga County (ACT) is a not-for-profit, charitable organization which meets the 
physical and spiritual needs of people of Tioga County. ACT is supported by local Christian churches, 
organizations, individuals, federal funds and food banks. It is governed by a local board of directors 
from the churches of Tioga County. ACT works in cooperation with the Open Door Mission, Tioga 
County Rural Ministry and Food Bank of the Southern Tier. 
 
Ten churches rotate a weekly schedule, serving meals every 
Thursday evening at 6:00 PM, with Social Hour from 5-6pm. Dinners 
are coordinated by Ruth Harders. Mike Medovich is Dining Room 
Coordinator. Ruth is a member of the Food Coalition of Tioga 
County.  All ACT dinners are free and open to the public. On 
average, 60-80 people are served weekly. 
 
During Social Hour there is Kid’s Club and Health Ministry 
Education.  Parish Nurses offer promotional health and blood 
pressure screenings. Our church is blessed with 4 parish nurses and 
1 EMT to offer the screenings at ACT MEAL. Mike stops in at TCRM 
to receive donated breads and pastries to be distributed; and on occasion, fresh garden produce.  
Occasionally the Food Bank offers free foods and fresh garden produce to distribute. 
 
This autumn, ACT was the recipient of over 50 winter coats for adults and children, as coordinated 
by the Coat Drive coordinated by Tioga State Bank. The Christmas Party was well received. Many 
families received gift cards from John’s Fine Foods, blankets, socks, hats, mittens, and other gifts. 
 
ACT board would like to extend their thanks for a $1,000 gift from St. Paul’s Church, to offset the food 
needs. The community needs are great & certainly growing! 
 
St. Paul’s Church is paired with Gospel Chapel Church of Owego to share the responsibility of our 
scheduled meals. St. Paul’s Church is responsible for 1st Thursdays as announced. The menu is 
posted on the bulletin board. If you wish to contribute to the meal or serve, contact:  Kathy Medovich, 
St. Paul’s Coordinator @ 607- 621-6735 or kmmedovich@frontiernet.net.  

 

Opportunities to get involved include contributing financially, experiencing the 

joy of our weekly meal ministry, or praying for the ministry of ACT! 

        Contact:  ACT, P.O. Box 21, Owego, NY 13827 
 
 
Kathy Medovich 
St. Paul’s ACT MEAL Coordinator, ACT board member, & Care Team Coordinator 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:kmmedovich@frontiernet.net
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All women of the church are members of ECW and all are welcome 
to attend the monthly meetings, which are usually held in the 
Fellowship Hall following worship service. We are involved in several 
events throughout the year. We are studying Women of the Bible, 
which is lead by Alice O’Brien-Botts. 
 
 
Upcoming Meetings/Events: 
 
February 23rd  following worship service. Grab a cup of coffee and meet in the 
Fellowship Hall to review Pancake Dinner preparation and have Bible study. 
 
February 25th  Shrove Tuesday Pancake Dinner. 
 
March 22nd  following worship service. Grab a cup of coffee and meet in the 
Fellowship Hall to evaluate the Pancake Dinner and have Bible study. 
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Hallelujah! How good it is to sing praises to our God! 
How pleasant it is to honor him with praise! 

(Psalm 147: 1) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
“In the Bleak Midwinter”, the midst of the season of Epiphany, your faithful choir 
continues to rehearse and prepare music for each Sunday of worship and the first 
Friday Compline service.  Jean Radice has retired…but not without leaving St. 
Paul’s Choir a more confident, unified ensemble and more knowledgeable about 
the musician’s role as a worship leader in music.    
 
When Jean and Mother Trula asked me if I would lead the choir for the interim, I 
wasn’t sure.  Now, after several weeks of seeking Jean’s sage suggestions and 
advice plus using knowledge I had gained from participating in the Leadership 
Program for Church Musicians…I am confident our program will continue to move 
in a positive direction.  Forever a teacher, Jean continues to educate me on how to 
be a better Church Choir Director and organist.  She is only a text, phone call, or 
visit away!  Thank you, Jean.  
 
In the interim we have the talents of Betty Berghorn and other substitute organists 
to assist us in our worship services.  Barbara Adler will play for us to begin Lent 
and she will play again for Palm Sunday and the Easter services.  We will be 
starting the search for a new Music Minister (aka Organist/Choir Director) very 
soon.  
 
Sadly, we will not have choral scholars this semester, but we hope to offer the 
program in the future. 
 
We were very pleased to once again have the Valley Harmony singers join us for a 
Sunday service and actually prepare an anthem with St. Paul’s Choir.  Thank you 
to Ladd Yost for facilitating this wonderful musical experience. 
 
On February 2nd I met with Sunday school children for the first time.  They are 
musically enthusiastic and will be ready to come sing in Church on the next Youth 
Sunday. 
 
Musically Yours, in Christ, 
 

Patti O’Connell 
 
 
 

  



 
 
 
 
 
 

Bible Study: every other Monday evening in the 
Rectory, at 6:30pm, with Deacon Dorothy. We are 
studying the Gospel of Mark. All are welcome to join us. 
The next meeting will be held on February 17th. 

The Fellowship Dinner is the SECOND TUESDAY of 
every month from September through June at 6:00pm. 
Original Italian on Lake Street. Dutch Treat. Order 
anything you want from the bar and kitchen. Always a 
good time out with fellow parishioners from St. Paul’s. 

Adult Game Night: This is an evening of fellowship, fun 
and getting to know your fellow parishioners. We laugh A 
LOT, play board games, cards, Ladd’s crazy domino 
game, etc. In the past we’ve gone miniature golfing, had a 
hot dog roast, gone bowling (and now have a bowling 
team from St. Paul’s-The Holy Rollers). Come join in the 
fun!! Upcoming dates: February 29th (Leap Year Day - 
let’s celebrate!!) & March 28th at 6:00pm in the Great 
Hall. Pizza and wings provided. Bring a snack or beverage 
or game to share. 

St. Paul's Epistle Page 13 of 19 Jan-Feb-Mar 2020 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Congratulations to Larissa  Hankey, Kayla Hankey, 
Laura Robinson, and Mary Standinger for receiving St. 
Paul’s Scholarship for spring 2020 semester. St. Paul’s 
Church is proud of you and wishes you the best of luck 
in your future endeavors. 
 
The Scholarship Committee 

 
   



SAINT PAUL’S PARISH 

CHURCH SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION 
Saint Paul’s Episcopal Church 

117 Main Street, Owego, NY 13827 
607-687-2830 

Student Information 

Name: 

Date of Birth: 
Baptized: Confirmed: Communicant? 

Home Address: 

City: State: 

Phone: (H) (C) 

E-mail: 

College/University: 
Address:  

Major:  Degree: 
Full time: Anticipated date of graduation: 
Number of credit hours being taken per semester: 

Student’s Signature: 

Date: 

Kindly submit an application before each semester. 
Revised November 2009 

 

 

 

   

  

  

 

Zip: 

City: State: Zip: 
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Care Team 
 
Care Team has been revitalized and includes several new members. We 
are members who CARE for all persons. Historically, it started just as 
Parish Nurses but has evolved to meet the needs of more folks. You do not 
have to be a nurse!  We all have talents to share with others. All of 
us share the Love of Christ! As written before, some of the ministries 
included in the Care Team are: 

 
• Threads of Love Shawl Ministry – blessed and delivered shawls for a variety of needs 
• Bereavement Team – those who enjoy preparing a nutritious meal for bereaved families 
• Community Caregivers Support Group – last Tuesdays monthly at 5 pm, ecumenical & open 

to the public 
• Community Health Outreach:  

o ACT Meal – Thursday health education and blood pressure screenings at 5pm 
o Senior Center – 3rd Wednesdays – blood pressure screenings  
o Caregivers Support – monthly group for any caregivers regardless of diagnosis 

• Plant Sale – Spring 
• Christmas Angel Tree – December – 2019 Angel Tree supported 5 local families and 1 family 

identified through the priest/office  
• A New Hope Center tote – ongoing collection of toiletry items 
• Soap for Hope from TCRM – All of May to help fill the shelves with toiletry and soap items 
• El Salvador Medical Mission – ongoing items listed on Outreach bulletin board 
• CPR/AED – yearly certification – AED is near mailboxes outside Office 
• Medical Equipment/First Aid Boxes – Now 7 boxes around the church:  Fellowship, Sacristy, 

Gymnasium, Choir Room, Outside Office, Kitchen, Diane’s workshop; honey straws are in 
Blood Sugar Emergency Kit outside office: Bill is trained as EMT! 

• Blood Pressure Screenings will resume as needed, hopefully 3rd Sundays 
• Coffee Hour 2 times yearly – Lenten Workshop and Advent Workshop  
• Bulletin Board 
• Crop Walk – October 
• Homebound Visits – distribute poinsettias after ECW Christmas Tea & assist Eucharistic 

Ministers 
• Diangdit Chapel – Sudanese Families in Syracuse – Christmas tote of household, office, 

Sunday School and Nursery items – will be delivered in January 2020 
 
All these projects are offered with love and volunteer time; and with no budget. If you 
feel compelled to join us, contact me: 607-621-6735 or kmmedovich@frontiernet.net. 
 
Peace for a Happy and Healthy New Year, 
 
Kathy Medovich 
 
  

mailto:kmmedovich@frontiernet.net
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February Happenings 
 

ACT Meal  A little more about Allied Christians of Tioga County. 
The Soup Kitchen is at Owego Methodist Church: A not-for-profit, 
charitable organization meeting the physical and spiritual needs 
of children and adults of Tioga County, 10 churches rotate 
schedule to serve nutritious meal weekly, Thursdays, 6:00pm. 
St. Paul’s will serve the meal this Thursday February 6th. 

Please be there at 5 p.m. to help with food preparation. Please sign up to bring a food 
item and servers are always needed.  
 
 
 

Compline  The first Compline Service of 2020 will be held 
Friday, February 7th at 7:30pm. Come reflect on the week 
past and be refreshed for the weekend – both spiritually 
and with a small reception after the service put on by St. 
Paul’s Choir members. 
 
 

 
 
Cub Scouts  Pack 37 will be holding a fundraiser spaghetti 
dinner at the Owego Fire Department on February 13th from 
5:30 to 8pm. The cost is $8 for adults and $5 for children. Please 
come and support our Cub Scout group. 
 
 

 
 
  Shrove Tuesday Pancake Dinner  Make sure to get this event, which will be held on 
  February 25th, on your calendar.  It’s always a fun event.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cub_Scouting_(Boy_Scouts_of_America)
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
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Prayers of the People 
 

St. Paul’s has an extensive list of people we pray for. This is an important part of 
who we are as Christians and as a community. If you have someone you would like 
to add to the prayer list, please let Mother Trula know. If there are people on the list 
that are no longer in need of our prayers, please inform us. Also, if you wonder about 
who the people are on the list, ask and if we have that persons/family’s permission, 
we can share their concerns with you so that you can pray for them throughout the 
week. 

 
 
 

Sunday School 
 

 
St. Paul’s Sunday School is growing!  Thanks be to God!  The 
number of children attending church is growing and we so very 
thankful for their presence.  We are also thankful for those who 
volunteer to teach each week. There is quite an age range of 
children so we would love to hear from you, if you’d like to assist, 
as a middle school group may be a plan in our near future.  
 

 
 
 
 
A Note From Mother Trula 
 
You may have noticed that the bulletin has a note where the Call to Worship begins 
that reads like this "During the Call to Worship" you are requested to enter into a 
time of silence, actively opening your spirit to God's presence in your midst. Please 
remember that when we are beginning our service most people are either sitting in 
silence or praying so please be respectful and not use this time for socialization. 
Please plan to socialize during coffee hour. Thank you! 
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We are Stewards of God’s Earth!  

 
Several of us have been discussing our use of paper and 
Styrofoam cups at coffee hour. Fran and Diane set up a 
cupboard in the kitchen for us to hang our own coffee cups 
and re-use each week. Just wash it out and put it back on 
the hook! We all have a couple too many coffee cups in our 
cupboards. Bring yours in and re-use it to do our part in 
keeping waste down. 
 

 
Cans & Bottles 
 

Thanks to Nancy Smith, St. Paul’s now has an account with the Neighborhood 
Redemption Center on Rte. 17C near KFC. If you want to donate your cans and bottles 
to the parish, just drop them off there and tell them they are for St. Paul’s. We will 
receive 6 cents each. 
 
 
The Date is Set for the Neighborhood Picnic this Year!  
 

This year the picnic will be held on September 19th from noon to 3pm. As always, we 
invite our neighbors to share in good food, music, games and  sharing! This event is a 
must for adding to your calendar! The Vestry has discussed having a Street Faire on 
opposite years which could help us get to know our community and help with 
fundraising. Anyone interested in this project, please let Mother Trula know.  
 
 
Pastoral Care 
 

Mother Trula is available for pastoral care visits or for appointments in the office. Feel 
free to contact her at 570-468-4177 or thollywood177@gmail.com to make 
arrangements. 
 
 

 
  Look for us on Facebook! 
  Keep up on what’s going on at St. Paul’s on Facebook! 
  Just search for St. Paul’s Owego 
 
 

 
  

mailto:thollywood177@gmail.com
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January February March 
 

 5 Jennifer Kotski 1 Violet Geller 4 Dorette Burnham 
 11 Arlene Williams 1 Gale Witkin 4 Lauren Kotski 
12  Joan Hickey 2 Barbara Coppens 5 Rev. Trula Hollywood 
12  Laura Coppens 5 Linda Rought 5 Scott Calkins 
12  Patti O’Connell 6 Fran Tirinato 11 Melinda Wright 
13  Lucy Pompeii 9 Kaiah Malmstrom 17 Doyle Gibbs 
17  Bill Standinger 10 Cassie Lott 17 Wendy Wall 
19  Angie Smith 12 Eric Berghorn 18 Deacon Dorothy Pierce 
22  Kathy Hankey 15 Bill Hogan 22 Nate Miller 
30  Larissa Hankey 20 Scarlett Hessberger 23 Elizabeth Yost 
31  Jane Cornett 22 Cal Spaulding 23 Erin Yost 
   23 Ronald Carlson 26 Kayla Hankey 
   28 Janet Allen        

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



St. Paul’s Episcopal Church 
117 Main Street 
Owego, NY 13827-1587 

Weekly Calendar at St. Paul’s Episcopal Church 
 

Sundays 10:00 am Holy Eucharist (Rite II) 
Sunday School September - May 10:00 am 

Thursdays: Healing Service and Holy Eucharist (Rite I), 10:00 am. 
 

The Parish Office, Church Sanctuary and All Souls Chapel/Columbarium 
are open Tuesday through Friday, 9 am - 12 pm. 

 

 

 

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church 

EpistlE 

January – February – March - 2020 


